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AIMS AND SCOPE 
The mission of the Journal of Purchasing & Supply Management is 
to publish original, high-quality research within the field of 
purchasing and supply management (PSM). The Journal ensures 
that high quality research is collected and disseminated widely to 
both academics and practitioners, and provides a forum for 
debate. It covers all subjects relating to the purchase and supply of 
goods and services in industry, trade, government and the service 
sector.  
 
The journal is effectively positioned as a multi-disciplinary journal, 
focusing on a particular set of study objects rather than a specific 
discipline. The journal is clearly focused on the context in 
purchasing and supply management, and is liberal with respect to 
the method and style of research and the level of problem 
addressed. 
 
Key topics include: 
 Purchasing and supply in a strategic context 
 Organisational buying behaviour 
 Make-or-buy/outsourcing strategy 
 Global/international sourcing 
 Supplier relationships 
 Tendering and contracting 
 Costing and pricing 
 Negotiation 
 Purchasing and supply organisation 
 Information & communication technology (ICT) 
 Social, ethical and environmental supply issues 
 Supply chain management 
 Public procurement 

 
 
 

 
KEY INFORMATION 
 
 Established in 1995, in close collaboration with the 

International Purchasing and Supply Education and Research 
Association (IPSERA). 

 Four issues annually.  
 Double-blind peer-review. 
 Final acceptance rate: 30 % (2005 cohort). 
 Average decision time: 59 days (2008). 
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Awaiting inclusion in ISI’s Social Sciences Citation Index®, JPSM 
has already been included in the most recent editions of the 
following national rating systems: 
 United Kingdom: Association of Business Schools; 
 Germany, Association of University Professors of 

Management;  
 Italy, Italian Association for Managerial Engineering;  
 France, the Categorization of Journals in Economics and 

Management by the Comité National de la Recherche 
Scientifique. 

For more rankings, see the Harzing Journal Quality List 
(www.harzing.com). 
A study among primarily US academics, ranked JPSM as # 8 (out 
of a total of 27 journals that publish PSM research) in terms of 
overall journal quality (Zsidisin et al., JOM 2007). 
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Elsevier is committed to continuously improving the services that 
journals provide to the academic community. A major initiative in 
this respect is the Author Feedback Programme that has been 
running since 1999 for all primary research journals. 
 
In the September 2007 report for Journal of Purchasing and 
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Refereeing Standard, Editor/Editorial Board, Production Speed, 
Physical Quality and Publication Services. 92.9% of authors 
agreed they were very satisfied with the Journal. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE 
 
JPSM is a truly international journal, both in terms of its authorship 
and its readership. Europe is the single most important region 
(around 50% of submissions, 50% of full-text downloads), followed 
by Asia (around 25% of submissions, 25% of downloads), and 
North America (around 20% of submissions, 10% of downloads). 
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